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" Quite an interesting document, in its way// &e said.
" Somebody has monkeyed with it since il|3jpft the
original writer's hands. The heading and the s$g$%ture,
' Hy. Alcott/ are genuine enough. But that's ^xS&tts
left of the original letter. The rest is a fake." """"**"
" What do you mean, a fake?" asked Hanslet.
*' I'll try to explain. This letter isn't what was written
by Hy. Alcott, whoever he may be. An uneducated
man, certainly, who used a very cheap ink. The sort
of stuff that doesn't penetrate the paper to any depth,
but merely leaves a mark on the surface. And, if you
know how, it's very easy to remove those surface
markings.
" If you look at this letter, you'll see that the heading,
' 10 Silver Lane, Barnsley/ is at the head of the paper,
and the signature, ' Hy. Alcott/ very near the bottom.
The message part of it is so widely spaced that it fills
up the rest of the sheet. In fact, the space between the
lines is greater than that between the first line of the
heading, ' 10 Silver Lane/ and the second line,
' Barnsley/ *'
" Yes, I see that," said Hanslet. " What's the
idea?"
" Just this. Hy. Alcott wrote a fairly closely spaced
hand, as the heading shows. His original letter was a
good deal longer than the existing one, which brought
his signature down to the bottom of the page. The
existing letter had therefore to be widely spaced, in
order to fill the page naturally.
" Now the letter fairly stinks of chlorine. I have
tested it chemically, and found that it has been sub-
jected to some powerful bleaching agent. During the
bleaching process, the heading and signature were pro-
tected in some way, and were not affected. But the
body of the original letter has been completely bleached
away, so that it is invisible to the eye. And on the
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